
                                     
 

 

Attention:  Judges, Wardens, Sheriffs, Correctional Administrators, Treatment Providers, and 

Others Working with Justice-Involved Veterans 

 

Topic:  Specialized Housing Units for Veterans in Prisons and Jails: Solution-Based 

Incarceration as the Counterpart to Problem-Solving Veterans’ Courts   

 
 
The BJA Drug Court Technical Assistance Project at American University will conduct an interactive 

webinar session on Specialized Housing Units for Veterans in Prisons and Jails presented by Evan 

Seamone, Professor of Law and Senior Defense Counsel in the U.S. Army Reserve, and Randall Liberty, 

Warden of the Maine State Prison and Command Sergeant Major in the U.S Army Reserve on Monday, May 

16, 2016 from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. EST. 
 

Evan Seamone is a Professor and Director of the Legal Writing Program at Mississippi College School of 

Law.  He also serves as a Major in the United States Army Reserve as a Senior Defense Counsel.  During his 

tours in Iraq, Germany, and at domestic military installations, he participated as both a prosecutor and defense 

attorney in sexual assault, complex death penalty, and other felony criminal cases involving defendants with 

PTSD.  Major Seamone has written extensively about treatment-based alternatives for veterans and military 

members in military courts-martial, civilian criminal courts, and family courts.    

 

Warden Randall Liberty is the senior official at the Maine State Prison, and recently assumed this position 

after 9 years as the Sheriff of Kennebec County, Maine. Randall Liberty has served in Law Enforcement and 

Corrections for more than thirty four years. He began his Law Enforcement and Military career in 1982 

serving as a Military Policeman in Korea and at Fort Riley Kansas. Following an honorable discharge from 

active duty, Liberty served an additional twenty-one years in the Army National Guard and Reserves. During 

his military career, he served as a Mountain Infantryman, a Drill Sergeant, and as an Instructor at the U.S. 

Military Academy, West Point. Liberty’s last assignment was in 2004 as the Command Sergeant Major of a 

Military transition Team, imbedded with 772 Iraqi Infantryman in the City of Fallujah. Based upon his own 

experiences as a combat veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Warden Liberty developed the first Veterans 

Block in the State of Maine at the Kennebec County Sheriff’s Office, which served all of the State of Maine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

                                       
                                                        Evan R. Seamone                                       Randall Liberty 

 

 



Specialized Housing Units for Veterans in Prisons and Jails: Solution-Based Incarceration as the 

Counterpart to Problem-Solving Veterans’ Courts  

 

Summary 

 

Within a few short years, numerous states and local jurisdictions have developed specialized housing units for 

veterans in prisons and jails.  Whether they are called “Vet pods,” “Veterans Dorms,” “Veterans Blocks,” or 

other names, each of these programs has recognized various benefits by placing incarcerated veterans in a 

dedicated area of a given correctional institution.  Correctional administrators and sheriffs note how groups of 

veterans often watch out for one another similar to the way they did when they adorned the uniform, 

encourage one another to focus on the future in a positive light, help each other work through shared 

symptoms of service-related mental health conditions, and enable community and governmental organizations 

to offer targeted services to in an expedient manner.  Beyond this, many deputies and correctional officers 

who work in veterans’ dorms observe how veterans are safer to oversee and more polite and respectful than 

inmates and detainees without military service.   

 

While veterans’ dorms may be beneficial in prisons and jails, these close cousins of fatherhood dorms for 

incarcerated fathers and faith-based dorms for inmates of a particular faith denomination are relatively new 

and vary based upon the objectives of their founders.  While sheriffs, often with prior military service, have 

been able to develop these programs in a more independent manner, some large prison systems, such as the 

Florida Department of Corrections and New York’s Department of Correctional Services have implemented 

standardized programs across their vast systems.    

 

This webinar addresses the different forms of veterans housing units that have been implemented in prisons 

and jails.  It traces the initial concept to its origins in the 1920s following WWI, through programs 

implemented in the wake of WWII and Vietnam, to the contemporary approach.  This webinar also identifies 

the manner in which some correctional institutions have implemented these units to mitigate the high 

likelihood that incarceration might activate a “second tour” in which veterans can unwittingly approach their 

time in confinement like time deployed in enemy territory.   

 

For all participants, the webinar considers the universal benefits of the program, including relatively minor 

costs, the value of deputies and correctional officers with prior military experience, and the inspirational value 

of military-themed housing areas.  Because the Department of Veterans Affairs prohibits the delivery of any 

healthcare services to incarcerated veterans, participants also will gain an understanding of special 

considerations for veterans with mental health needs and inherent limitations on treatment approaches during 

short-term incarceration. 

 

Objectives  

• Identify the number of prisons and jails in the nation that have implemented specialized housing units for 

veterans.  

• Discuss the common forms of veterans’ housing units that have emerged based on the specific objectives 

of correctional administrators. 

• Consider the manner in which one’s unique correctional culture might make specific program attributes 

more appealing. 

• Explore methods to reduce costs in the development of a specialized housing unit for veterans. 

• Examine an actual case study of the Kennebec County veterans’ dorm.   

• Discern the special relationship between veterans’ dorms and veterans’ treatment courts in a 

comprehensive approach for effective treatment and problem-solving for justice-involved veterans. 

 

Session: Monday, May 16, 2016 at 12:00 - 1:30 P.M. EST 

 



Organization of the Session: 

The presentation on Monday, May 16, will occur over 90 minutes with the last 30 minutes reserved for 

questions from the participants.   

Prior to the session, participants will be encouraged to review read-ahead materials and submit questions for 

the last part of the webinar.   

The webinar is planned to be interactive with attendees invited to submit their questions in advance to 

justice@american.edu and during the session. If you are not able to participate in the live session, the slides 

and the recording of the webinar will be made available shortly after the webinar on the Justice Programs 

Office YouTube page and archived at http://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/. 
 

Please follow the instructions below to register for the webinar. 

-------------------------------------------------------  

To register for the webinar: 

-------------------------------------------------------  

1. Go to: https://bja-au.webex.com/bja-au/onstage/g.php?PRID=d7eda91d480215354688a5536275d7c9 

2. Choose the webinar event(s) you would like to register for and click Register.  

3. On the registration form, enter your information and then click Submit.  

4. This will generate an automatic email confirming your registration and providing you with the information 

to attend the event (the email will be from "messenger"). 
------------------------------------------------------- 

 

We hope that you can join in this session. 
 

Caroline S. Cooper 

Director, BJA Drug Court Technical Assistance Project, American University, Washington D.C. 
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